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Public Speaking 3

Sandwell Academy hosts the 2011 InteAcademy Public
Speaking Competition!

New Training Kitchen 4
Bar Mock 5
BMW Visit 6
Poetry Slam 7
From The EdiTonpRe of Edinburgh Award 8
Welcome to the third edition ofThe Student .
Voice the Sandwell Academy magaziner  (COver Story: Enrichment 2011 °)

students, by students

The Autumn term 2011 at Sandwell A look at some of the activities during the Enrichment
Academy has been packed with exciting . . . . .
events and trips, fantastic enrichment period including Boreatton Park, a Business Enterprise

Oﬁpoﬂunities as well as a brilliant Christmas gctivity and a trip to the Wolverhampton Art Gallery...
snow.

This edition presents as its cover story the Staff FQCUS 14

Enrichment days, with lots of pictures and

articles detailing the exciting opportunities This month: Nurse Mason
students experienced! Boreatton Park, as )

enjoyed by all Year 7 students, a Business

focus day with a local community spirited ChrIStmaS ShOW 16
company, an exciting Art trip to
Wolverhampton Art Gallery and muchmore! We have a | ook at Sandwel |

For the first time, The Student Voice is Christmas celebration!
proud to present its new featured 6 Si xt h

Form Focuso. Student Focus 18
Student Voice journalists have been

o . ~' Emma and Sarah Douras describe what the Academy
gathering information about the amazing

new facilities in the training kitchen, which was like when they first started in 2006 and how it is
will give students the opportunity to become di f f .
the next Gordon Ramsey! Additional 9 | erent nowe

As well as the focus on EnrichmentThe

features include the Bar National Mock trial

- an experience where some of our Year 10 POSt PaIS 19
to 13 students became O6Rumpole of t he

Bail ey® for a a thatastic :

initiative for a fantastic cause and Poetry Naﬁdnd] ﬁﬁamplons 20
Slam with | ocal poet 6Spozd.

We are always looking for more budding‘Joe Fraser 21

young journalists so if you wish to be part of . )
the next exciting edition of The Student INternational sporting success for Year 8 student Joe

Voice please email me, Ms Walsh, or Mr _ : : . I
L atham for more information. Fraser-we introduce this young budding sports star!

Enjoy! Namibia Expedition 22
Ms Wa
E

" 'Bouse Update 23
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PUBLIC SEAKING

PICTURED: Sandwell Academy Public Speakers Malachi McPherson, Kelsie Ralph (Both Year 7) and Kate Jukes (Year 8)

In the December of 2011 students from Sandwell Academy were involved in the Inter
Academy Public Speaking Competition. This event, held at Sandwell Academy for the
first time, was a great success with students demonstrating their ability to educate and
entertain a large audience for a prolonged period of time. Sandwell Academy students
made the audience laugh and entertained them with a variety of inspiring topics!

Students had been attending session 3 for weeks beforehand, preparing persuasive
and engaging topics on subjects they were passionate about. The Year 7 team (Malachi
McPherson, Katie Cook and Kelsie Ralph) spoke passionately about the causes of the
UK riots and offered suggestions to avoid such an event happening in the future. They
were outstanding, especially when considering it was their first experience of speaking
to a large audience.

The Year 8 team (Kate Jukes, Georgina Porter and Codeggh Williams) delivered a
thoughtful and challenging speech on the role of the Government in teaching parents
how to parent. They considered both sides of the argument well with Georgina Porter
deserving special mention for being the main speaker on her first ever experience of
this competition.

Not to be outdone by their younger peers, the Year 9 team (Sarah Garret, Joseph
Ockford and Daniel WalHayes) gave a hugely interesting and thought provoking speech
on the developments in genetic engineering and the possible dangers of creating
designer babies. Joseph Ockford was sing
best speaker being both confident and expressive throughout. Daniel \Ara#lyes should

also be mentioned for stepping in at the last minute and delivering his perspective
superbly.

All participating students received cash prizes for their efforts and will hopefully be
back next year to win the title for Sandwell.

- Mr Lovell



& <

M Pl i — e ) _—_‘ﬂﬁm*’\‘ I k

[ ]

Late November saw the opening a
Sandwel |l Academydds™

The kitchen is designed for up to 1 —-l !
students plus the teacher. There are 8
fan ovens and 8 sets of four inductio
hobs. There are also steam ovens, | B

blast chiller, and laundry facilities as

well as an industrial dishwasher. ,
»

Year 7 and 8 students will all get the
opportunity to have lessons in the
kitchen for one module over the next
year. Year 9 CoPE students have been
using the kitchens. Years 9 and 10 havé\
had the opportunity to attend session 3
Cooking club to learn a range of

t K2 2R different cooking skills.
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PICTURED: Students taking part in the Bar Mock

Bar National Mock Trial is a national competition Interview with Ms MorrisAshman

taking place around the UK. It is where young
people get the opportunity to experience the Who represented the Academy?

Court system by portraying different court roIesCMA 7ak Rowe Kamlpreet Kaur

such as the Court Clerk, Barrister, a Witness, .
Lawyers, Court Staff, Jurors, Ushers and moreHarVender Sabra, Luke Masih, Pavandeep

Mrs. MorrisAshman and a selection of Sandwell Kaur, Armaan Mohammed, Sasha Purewal,
Academy students worked tirelessly to preparePeace Osazuwa, Elizabeth Marcus, Kai
the cases for t hi s yebwan Rodrey, h Banniza e\White, vlodasea s
Frankie Digweed?®, a c ¢ uWdltdrs, oAshlgyo Bdileyr YKuljit nRane&dr,h e

~

Queen versus Salesd acepymfBoblrfs assaul t.

In order to effectively prepare for the cases, the Where did the event take place and when?
team had support from two barristers: Mrs Kerry ]

Prosser, recommended to us by Mrs Treverton CMA Birmingham Crown Court on the 26
Jones and Mr Rob Mundy, assigned to us by theNovember 2011.

Citizenship Foundation. The students involved in h h il ot
the competition thoroughly enjoyed the visit from What other teams will we go against?

these representatives from the legal field and CMA A selection of schools. The teams are

were given the opportunity to discuss the randomly assigned a competitor.
presentation of their G%as?sﬁ. ) .

: . What role do you play in the organising of
The Regional competition took place on

?
November 26 at the Birmingham Crown Court.the event:
Students were excited to attend the prestigious CMA | chose the team based on what |

event and were enthused by the setting in whichsaw of them | and assigned the roles. | also

they were presenting their hard work._ S"?‘ndwe”contact the citizenship organisation and
Academy students worked hard to dismiss the relay the information to the team.

cases presented by the opposition and
responded thoughtfully and maturely to the - Kai MarriottdShaw (Year 7)
judges present. Well done to all the students

involved!
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Pl CTURED: Bradl ey Morgan, Nekoda Hope, Abbie Millward, Ryan Merrix and Conno

BMW is an extremely valued and popular brandas corrugated cardboard, straws, masking tape
of car; the company sells thousands and and balloons. The students worked hard, trying to
thousands of cars per year and is currently make sure that their car was the best, as a prize
investing some of its profits into the 2012 was in store for the winners! This task was filmed
Olympic Games. There are several BMW factorieby BBC News which interviewed some of
around the country all of which contribute tothe Sandwel | Academyds stude

making of BMW cars, these components are thenyayt the group were taken around the BMW

either shipped out to other countries, or used pactory to see the machines and workers in full

here in England. swing; making and assembling parts to eventually

Some Year 9 students were selected to attend acreate the famous BMW cars. What they found

trip to Hams Hall BMW factory to see the particularly amazing was how quiet and clean the

production process for a BMW engine. Thefactory was and especially the AGVs (Automatic
purpose of the trip was to give students an Guided Vehicles). The AGVs moved around the
insight into what life as an engineer would be factory via a series of tracks in the floor and data

like. The trip also enabled students to engageis sent through wireless networks to receivers on

with the ethos of BMW and interact with the the vehicles themselves.

6mi ssionod establ i shed apePihe walk Bréund t}jler}aEtSr)f, Srftidnts Qe |

company. taken back to the conference room where the day
The students were introduced to BMW factories,would be concluded. The BMW representative
Hams Hall in particular. They learnt about whatspoke briefly about the four stages to applying for
the company does and how and when it does it.an engineering apprenticeship with BMW and
The students learnt about where the different how the apprenticeship would work. The
parts of the BMW cars are made and where theyrepresentative concluded with presenting the
are shipped to; students were also given prizes for the balloon car race and congratulating
information regarding apprenticeships in case the winners. The day was a complete success
any were interested in getting involved in the and the students thoroughly enjoyed it. Most, if
future! not all, of the students left the BMW garage

Next, the students got to have a hands on seriously considering a career in engineering.

experience with BMW; the task was to design and - Charlotte Skeen (Year 9)
make a balloon powered car from materials such
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PICTURED: Slam Poet Spoz with Elle Gough (Year 8)

Exciting local poet, Spoz, delivered anAll the groups put their thinking caps firmly
amazing Poetry Slam event to a selectionon; sharing their ideas with the groups and
of Year 8 students during the Autumn term. building a poem from scratch. The groups
During the day students were treated to ahad the extra challenge of ensuring that
variety of different activities including a their poem would be interesting to an
0 Rhyme Off 0, a ¢ o0 mp audiéntei obtwelvd and thigeemyear @ds;ms
and a special r e a d iachgllengefindeedh e o f Spoz0ds

poems. The winning team O6Poe

AStudent s wor k eugcesqopthe ¢hy begapsejthey created a
enjoyed the opé@'}tﬁg!tnéict 0 &My on th:

ut i Fi'sing.

show off theilr Rniget beYelopsd Knl theil Bndlisk
The day started with the bustling of Iessons.

students in the theatre, the excitement A big well done to: Collins Ehigade, Aiden
could be felt by all in the room. Mrs. Barrat, Matthew Woodcock and Manish
Shepherd and Mrs. MorrisAshman Patel. Fantastic poetry, lads!

enjoyed the event and have commented . i ,
dwe coul dndt b e monr-[eheprtl;undgl_o'fshhpep‘
students; they worked hard and enjoyed b e hosting even
the opportunity to show off their poetry and upcoming mont h

h i kil l so.
rhyming skl 50 Sandwell Academy English department will

The tension grew in the room as Spozye grganising a few exciting poetry and
introduced the competition; each group jiierature events over the upcoming

_needed to create a performance poem an(il months, so watch out for any thrilling
it was to be performed to their classmates! o\ ents that you could get involved in!



DUKE OF EDINBURC

PICTURED: Amandeep Chumber, Nathan Salmon and Liam Wood on a Duke of Edinburgh Weekend (Year 11)

|

!
The Duke of Edinburgh Award is arfraining Weekend at Stokes Barn,
extremely valued leading youth12km Day walk over Cannock Chase,
charity; it gives young people an24km 2 day Practice Camping
insight into the real world and how to Expedition and a 24km 2 day Final
prepare for it. The Charity helps youngQualifying Camping Expedition. ‘
people all over Britain to try and fulfil o) students who took part in the
their potential so this can enable gxpeditions were passed by the
them to have a brighter future. It is a ggsessor and are on their way to

fantastic opportunity for the students completing log books to get their
to get involved and get the skills they cgrtificates.

|
need. There are over 180 students who }

NnStudents pr o @GaleChéed invaved in the Award at
f

di ferent | e v e | riods develg, avhich & \sat to tride e
qgual i ficati ®ven fuyther with the new cohort of
Silver students and for the first time

Some of the Year 10s and 11s have:
been getting involved with the Duke' " Sand we a A cader
of Edinburgh Award in its 3rd year ofGOIOI Ayvard will “be running. On
operati on. The Sc:tornp&egqp,t ét den[tﬁ r Q)aéer éhg S
through different levels to achieve the opportunity to collect the Awdrd from |

qualification: bronze, silver and gold. the Duke of Edinburgh n person!
They complete 4 residential Good luck to everyone involved!

weekends whilst on the Award: - Javairia Amir (Year 9) |
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5-7 October 2011 saw the Academy experience. its ann

Enrichment Days. Join us for a look at a few-of the activiti
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PICTURED: Students with Mr Bushell and Miss Gannon (Year 7)

Every year, Year 7 students have the opportunity to visit Boreatton Park in
Shropshire for three days. This is a great opportunity for the students to make
friends, have fun and perhaps try act.i
at the site for two nights, and take part in several different activities. We hakai
Marriott-Shaw, Paris Curlingand Lauren FrancisMaye sharing their experiences...

0One of t he manyhatnéss angnel wehad tawaid untw a
raft building. We had to make rafts the PGL leader had told us what we
out of blue barrels, string and logs.had to do when we got to the end
Then, we sailed it on the water (andof the wire. We were given numbers
got very wet in the process).First, so we knew which order to go in. So
we tied the barrels together with when numbers B4 went into the
string and attached the logs into tower, we all had to wait on one
the string between the barrels and level. When you got to the top, you
sailed with boat paddles. Thehad to be fastened to lots of ropes
bottom of the water was murky and and carabiners, and as they call
squidgy and the water was filledt h e m, ofl i p f1 ops
with sea pl ant s ! youspring up and zoom forwards. It
-Kaj has been the most exciting thing in
5The thing | | ktréedwhotlehof my time h(tare so far, |

uldehan?op y got

Zip wire.
5The first thing | did was -3UIep



B <0
/| 2 S NJ CS |

0 dzNB Y

The thing that | liked best was B
ﬂabseiling First we put on -‘.‘-'_'

.. ... away with it as | asked the activity leade
or the teacher to do it for me which waSss9
very thoughtful of them. We were the@®

instructed on what to do then we went off_
to do some abseiling.

When the moment came and it was
turn, | was hooked up on to safety clips S
I woul dnot dr op. I
walked down (to make the most out of it
with my back facing the ground. As | wer
down I had to slowly release a black rope

se Nl Bwour @ n o't <
way I began to jump down.

Finally, | reached the bottom, and as so
as | touched the ground | felt thrille
having had the best experience of my lif

- Paris
y 3. -~ T | R | -
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PICTURED: Year 9 students working on their Business Enterprise projects.

The Sanctuary Housing Group is awith an exciting yet meaningful team

organi sation wh i criame, $éldgany elego, s purposen and
communities?o. Theyadtvern i sdiergel c &ampaang
unused areas with no sense of community hi nki ngdé was al | C

Into great social areas that providegiven the exciting opportunity to actually
enjoyment and opportunity for those in thébuild their models in the Design and
communi ty. Sandwel ITechAatogydaeea yTldesstud¥resaspent he
students were lucky enough to meetemainder of the afternoon working on
representatives from The Sanctuaryheir park models trying to make them as
Housing Group during the Enrichment daysnpressive as possible. After all, the prize
and were given the thrilling task ofwvas £100 pounds worth of shopping
designing and creating their own modeVouchers!

Park. As the afternoon drew to an end, it was
The students learnt all about the aims andime for the students to have their parks
purposes of the Sanctuary Housing teanjudged by their class and the Sanctuary
where some of their latest work had beeHousing team. You could cut the
completed and where and when their nexatmosphere with a knife as the groups
construction project would be taking placepresented their concept but each delivered
The students learnt about the processegonfident performances, making it even
that the organisation had to completeharder for the Sanctuary group to make a
before the constructions were free to galecision. However, come to a decision they
ahead and the funding that allowed all oflid and the winning team were thrilled.

these ideas to become a reality. An excitinwe|| done to all the students involved, and
insight into this community spiritedg | j g O6Thank You! d

company! from The Sanctuary Housing Group.
The students spent the morning coming up - Charlotte Skeen (Year 9)



ART GALLERY VISIT
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PICTURED: Students at Wolverhampton Art Gallery.

In October, Sandwell Academy students arexplore the shapes used by the artists. When we
given the exciting opportunity of visiting a varietijad finished drawing we had the chance to take
of different places and meet lots of differenta look around the exhibit. Some of us found the
people whom they may not normally meetdressing up box and we all dressed up in
During the recent Enrichment Week at SandweYictorian clothes and recreated the scene of
Academy, Year 9 Art students and teachersne of the portraits hanging up in the exhibit
went to Wolverhampton Art Gallery to leargreat fun! By that point it was time for lunch!

about all the different exhibitions on displayatier junch we headed up to the sculpture room
The day started with one of the guides givingnqy \vere given some free time to look at the

students an interesting introductory speechgyork and fill in a sheet about four pieces of

after which each group was allocated a guidgt \which were located in the room. The room

who took us to different exhibits around the,as fyll of weird and wonderful sculptures, from
Gallery. Sandwell Academy journalist, SOphig giant beanbag to a Welsh pony made out of
Richards details her visit to Wolverhampton Agheep wool! By the time we had looked at all the

Gallery: sculptures it was time to go to the next exhibit.

The first exhibit we went to contained therne final exhibit we visited was the portrait
artwork of Ed Ruscha, an artist from the Un'te@ompe_tition gallery: every year Wolverhampton
States. Our guide expk &b Holds? & Bdikit cofipgtitiof ardd! S
body of work. We were then taken to anothef, st of the entries get displayed here until the
exhibit (also about the life and works of Ed mpetitionds winners ar
Ruscha) where students were given tg,s filed with many eyeatching portraits,

opportunity to discuss his work and  th€hich showed the skill and perspective of the
symbolism used. different artists.

The next exhibit we visited was the Victoriam of the students enjoyed the trip and are now

Gallery; it contained various paintings andy .h more informed about different artistic
objects which were from the Victorian era. Wg,o v e ment s and techni que:

were given a piece of paper on which we had tQ) the Art department!

draw or recreate a piece of artwork of our o

choice; this was difficult but interesting as it - Sophie Richards (Year 9)
gave us the opportunity to experiment and



PICTURED: Year 10 students pictured with presents for Post Pals.

Ms. Gatrad and a host of Sandwelladded to dozens of presents donated by
Academy students made the schoola variety of students across the school;
extremely proud over the Christmasthe students involved were extremely
holiday working tirelessly to raise moneygenerous and Ms. Gatrad has personally
and donate gifts f@honkedstheasdsdPossd
venture. gratitude and praise for their

The Post Pals charity offers thelnvolvement.

community the opportunity to raise Not only did parents and students get
money, and gather gifts, for children whoinvolved in this worthy cause, but
are unwell; it gives us all the chance toSa ndwe | | Academyads
show others that there is a caring Administration team donated £100 to the
community and Student Voice believescause!

that the students and staff involved have gy,dent Voice has been speaking to Ms.
truly shown just how caring andgs+t r ad wh o i nfor mec
supportive Sandwell Academy is. coul dnét be more pr

In total, a whopping £520 was raised byi nvol ved! & A noti on
several year 10 students, which they then Student Voice very much agree with and
took to the Bull Ring to spend onwould like to add that we are very proud
presents and thoughtful gifts; a bustling to be working with staff such as Ms.
Bull Ring was the host of the charitable Gatrad who put a lot of time and thought
event where Ms. Gatrad and the studentsinto raising funds and gathering gifts for
had to shop till they dropped, selecting Post Pals. Well done everyone involved
the best presents for their recipients. and we hope to increase the amount

The presents bought on the day weref@ised next Christmas!



\

|

U

Each school has the responsibility ofneeded, becoming involved in students
keeping their students safe; Sandwellwelfare to ensure that nothing
Academy is lucky enough to have a fulbbstructs their important education
time Nurse on sight to maintain the Sandwell Academy students are luck
welfare of its students. to have such a person working wit

Nurse Mason tirelessly works to ensurethem!

the safety of the students, but if Not only does Nurse Mason have a b
anything does happen she records theheart during Academy hours, she als
incident and takes care of those keeps her skills updated in Accide
involved. She has told Student Voiceand Emergency. She has als
journali sts t hat supgpbried thédr ArsAmbubaack with \he
want ed t o wor k w iknowledge and éxpertisen , 6 a

here at the Academy she supports allsydent Voice offers their thanks anc
the students from Year 7 t0 6.2, eVen gratitude to Nurse Mason for all tha

offering support when the staff are ghe does for Sandwell Academy.
feeling under the weather!

R : If you are interested in a career |
A key aspect of nursing is patience andNursing, speak to Nurse Mason abo

we all know that our very own nurs€ner exciting experiences in the field.
has a great deal of patience; listening

to students and offering support when

- The Student Voice Reporter




Christmas is a time of year that everyon
loves, a chance to spend time with you
family, eat a huge turkey and of course ope!
presents! Sandwell Academy embraces thi
time of year as not only a time of celebratiot
but also to showcase the many wonderfu
talented students that this school has to
offer through the annual Academy Christma
show! The show is packed with dancer:
singers, actors and musicians, all of whicl
put their own stamp on the show, addinc
even more festivity.
show for everyone!

This year was no different, with a series c
vignettes of song, dance, musica
instruments and small sketches,
i nterspersed with r
Reindeer 6.

Opening the evening was the Sandwe
Academy band, playing a few Christms
songs. Highlights included the trio o




