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From The Editorõs Desk 

Welcome to the third edition of The Student 

Voice; the Sandwell Academy magazine for 

students, by students. 

The Autumn term 2011 at Sandwell 

Academy has been packed with exciting 

events and trips, fantastic enrichment 

opportunities as well as a brilliant Christmas 

show.  

This edition presents as its cover story the 

Enrichment days, with lots of pictures and 

articles detailing the exciting opportunities 

students experienced! Boreatton Park, as 

enjoyed by all Year 7 students, a Business 

focus day with a local community spirited 

company, an exciting Art trip to 

Wolverhampton Art Gallery and much more!  

For the first time, The Student Voice, is 

proud to present its new feature ð ôSixth 

Form Focusõ.  

As well as the focus on Enrichment, The 

Student Voice journalists have been 

gathering information about the amazing 

new facilities in the training kitchen, which 

will give students the opportunity to become 

the next Gordon Ramsey!  Additional 

features include the Bar National Mock trial 

- an experience where some of our Year 10 

to 13 students became ôRumpole of the 

Baileyõ for a day: Post Pals- a fantastic 

initiative for a fantastic cause and Poetry 

Slam with local poet ôSpozõ. 

We are always looking for more budding 

young journalists so if you wish to be part of 

the next exciting edition of The Student 

Voice please email me, Ms Walsh, or Mr 

Latham for more information. 

Enjoy! 

Ms Walsh 

Editor 
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In the December of 2011 students from Sandwell Academy were involved in the Inter-

Academy Public Speaking Competition. This event, held at Sandwell Academy for the 

first time, was a great success with students demonstrating their ability to educate and 

entertain a large audience for a prolonged period of time. Sandwell Academy students 

made the audience laugh and entertained them with a variety of inspiring topics! 

Students had been attending session 3 for weeks beforehand, preparing persuasive 

and engaging topics on subjects they were passionate about. The Year 7 team (Malachi 

McPherson, Katie Cook and Kelsie Ralph) spoke passionately about the causes of the 

UK riots and offered suggestions to avoid such an event happening in the future. They 

were outstanding, especially when considering it was their first experience of speaking 

to a large audience. 

The Year 8 team (Kate Jukes, Georgina Porter and Codee-Leigh Williams) delivered a 

thoughtful and challenging speech on the role of the Government in teaching parents 

how to parent. They considered both sides of the argument well with Georgina Porter 

deserving special mention for being the main speaker on her first ever experience of 

this competition.  

Not to be outdone by their younger peers, the Year 9 team (Sarah Garret, Joseph 

Ockford and Daniel Wall-Hayes) gave a hugely interesting and thought provoking speech 

on the developments in genetic engineering and the possible dangers of creating 

designer babies. Joseph Ockford was singled out by the judges as Sandwell Academyõs 

best speaker being both confident and expressive throughout. Daniel Wall-Hayes should 

also be mentioned for stepping in at the last minute and delivering his perspective 

superbly.  

All participating students received cash prizes for their efforts and will hopefully be 

back next year to win the title for Sandwell. 

- Mr Lovell 

PICTURED: Sandwell Academy Public Speakers Malachi McPherson, Kelsie Ralph (Both Year 7) and Kate Jukes (Year 8) 
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tƘƻǘƻǎΥ bŜǿ {ŀƴŘǿŜƭƭ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ YƛǘŎƘŜƴ 

Late November saw the opening of 

Sandwell Academyõs Training Kitchen! 

The kitchen is designed for up to 16 

students plus the teacher. There are 8 

fan ovens and 8 sets of four induction 

hobs. There are also steam ovens, a 

blast chiller, and laundry facilities as 

well as an industrial dishwasher.  

Year 7 and 8 students will all get the 

opportunity to have lessons in the 

kitchen for one module over the next 

year. Year 9 CoPE students have been 

using the kitchens. Years 9 and 10 have 

had the opportunity to attend session 3 

Cooking club to learn a range of 

different cooking skills. 
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Bar National Mock Trial is a national competition 

taking place around the UK. It is where young 

people get the opportunity to experience the 

Court system by portraying different court roles 

such as the Court Clerk, Barrister, a Witness, 

Lawyers, Court Staff, Jurors, Ushers and more. 

Mrs. Morris-Ashman and a selection of Sandwell 

Academy students worked tirelessly to prepare 

the cases for this year:  õThe Queen versus 

Frankie Digweedõ, accused of robbery and ôThe 

Queen versus Salesõ accused of assault. 

In order to effectively prepare for the cases, the 

team had support from two barristers: Mrs Kerry 

Prosser, recommended to us by Mrs Treverton-

Jones and Mr Rob Mundy, assigned to us by the 

Citizenship Foundation. The students involved in 

the competition thoroughly enjoyed the visit from 

these representatives from the legal field and 

were given the opportunity to discuss the 

presentation of their ôcasesõ.  

The Regional competition took place on 

November 26 at the Birmingham Crown Court. 

Students were excited to attend the prestigious 

event and were enthused by the setting in which 

they were presenting their hard work. Sandwell 

Academy students worked hard to dismiss the 

cases presented by the opposition and 

responded thoughtfully and maturely to the 

judges present. Well done to all the students 

involved!  

Interview with Ms Morris-Ashman 

Who represented the Academy? 

CMA: Zak Rowe, Kamlpreet Kaur, 

Harvender Sabra, Luke Masih, Pavandeep 

Kaur, Armaan Mohammed, Sasha Purewal, 

Peace Osazuwa, Elizabeth Marcus, Kai-

Ewan Rodney, Dannica White, Jodane 

Walters, Ashley Bailey, Kuljit Panesar, 

Derren Roberts.  

Where did the event take place and when? 

CMA: Birmingham Crown Court on the 26 

November 2011. 

What other teams will we go against? 

CMA: A selection of schools. The teams are 

randomly assigned a competitor.  

What role do you play in the organising of 

the event? 

CMA: I chose the team based on what I 

saw of them I and assigned the roles. I also 

contact the citizenship organisation and 

relay the information to the team. 

- Kai MarriottðShaw (Year 7) 

PICTURED: Students taking part in the Bar Mock 

BAR MOCKBAR MOCK  
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BMW is an extremely valued and popular brand 

of car; the company sells thousands and 

thousands of cars per year and is currently 

investing some of its profits into the 2012 

Olympic Games. There are several BMW factories 

around the country all of which contribute to the 

making of BMW cars, these components are then 

either shipped out to other countries, or used 

here in England. 

Some Year 9 students were selected to attend a 

trip to Hams Hall BMW factory to see the 

production process for a BMW engine. The 

purpose of the trip was to give students an 

insight into what life as an engineer would be 

like. The trip also enabled students to engage 

with the ethos of BMW and interact with the 

õmissionõ established by the international 

company.  

The students were introduced to BMW factories, 

Hams Hall in particular. They learnt about what 

the company does and how and when it does it. 

The students learnt about where the different 

parts of the BMW cars are made and where they 

are shipped to; students were also given 

information regarding apprenticeships in case 

any were interested in getting involved in the 

future! 

Next, the students got to have a hands on 

experience with BMW; the task was to design and 

make a balloon powered car from materials such 

as corrugated cardboard, straws, masking tape 

and balloons. The students worked hard, trying to 

make sure that their car was the best, as a prize 

was in store for the winners! This task was filmed 

by BBC News which interviewed some of 

Sandwell Academyõs students! 

Next the group were taken around the BMW 

Factory to see the machines and workers in full 

swing; making and assembling parts to eventually 

create the famous BMW cars. What they found 

particularly amazing was how quiet and clean the 

factory was and especially the AGVs (Automatic 

Guided Vehicles). The AGVs moved around the 

factory via a series of tracks in the floor and data 

is sent through wireless networks to receivers on 

the vehicles themselves. 

After the walk around the factory, students were 

taken back to the conference room where the day 

would be concluded. The BMW representative 

spoke briefly about the four stages to applying for  

an engineering apprenticeship with BMW and 

how the apprenticeship would work. The 

representative concluded with presenting the 

prizes for the balloon car race and congratulating 

the winners. The day was a complete success 

and the students thoroughly enjoyed it. Most, if 

not all, of the students left the BMW garage 

seriously considering a career in engineering.  

- Charlotte Skeen (Year 9) 

PICTURED: Bradley Morgan, Nekoda Hope, Abbie Millward, Ryan Merrix and Connor OõGrady at the BMW Plant (Year 9) 

BMW TRIPBMW TRIP  
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Exciting local poet, Spoz, delivered an 

amazing Poetry Slam event to a selection 

of Year 8 students during the Autumn term. 

During the day students were treated to a 

variety of different activities including a 

ôRhyme Offõ, a competition between teams 

and a special reading of one of Spozõs 

poems.  

ñStudents worked hard and 

enjoyed the opportunity to 

show off their poetry skills!ò 

The day started with the bustling of 

students in the theatre, the excitement 

could be felt by all in the room. Mrs. 

Shepherd  and Mrs. Morris-Ashman 

enjoyed the event and have commented 

ôwe couldnõt be more proud of the 

students; they worked hard and enjoyed 

the opportunity to show off their poetry and 

rhyming skillsõ.  

The tension grew in the room as Spoz 

introduced the competition; each group 

needed to create a performance poem and 

it was to be performed to their classmates! 

All the groups put their thinking caps firmly 

on; sharing their ideas with the groups and 

building a poem from scratch. The groups 

had the extra challenge of ensuring that 

their poem would be interesting to an 

audience of twelve and thirteen year olds; 

a challenge indeed!  

The winning team ôPoetic Posseõ achieved 

success on the day because they created a 

fantastic poem on the theme ôItõs Good to 

be me!õ utilising all the skills and 

techniques developed in their English 

lessons.  

A big well done to: Collins Ehigade, Aiden 

Barrat, Matthew Woodcock  and Manish 

Patel. Fantastic poetry, lads!  

ñThe English Department will 

be hosting events in the 

upcoming months!ò 

Sandwell Academy English department will 

be organising a few exciting poetry and 

literature events over the upcoming 

months, so watch out for any thrilling 

events that you could get involved in!  

PICTURED: Slam Poet Spoz with Elle Gough (Year 8)  

POETRY SLAMPOETRY SLAM  
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The Duke of Edinburgh Award is an 

extremely valued leading youth 

charity; it gives young people an 

insight into the real world and how to 

prepare for it. The Charity helps young 

people all over Britain to try and fulfil 

their potential so this can enable 

them to have a brighter future. It is a 

fantastic opportunity for the students 

to get involved and get the skills they 

need.  

ñStudents progress at 

different levels to achieve the 

qualification.ò 

Some of the Year 10s and 11s have 

been getting involved with the Duke 

of Edinburgh Award in its 3rd year of 

operation. The studentsõ progress 

through different levels to achieve the 

qualification: bronze, silver and gold. 

They complete 4 residential 

weekends whilst on the Award: 

Training Weekend at Stokes Barn, 

12km Day walk over Cannock Chase, 

24km 2 day Practice Camping 

Expedition and a 24km 2 day Final 

Qualifying Camping Expedition. 

All students who took part in the 

expeditions were passed by the 

assessor and are on their way to 

completing log books to get their 

certificates.  

There are over 180 students who 

have been involved in the Award at 

various levels, which is set to rise 

even further with the new cohort of 

Silver students and for the first time 

in Sandwell Academyõs history the 

Gold Award will be running. On 

completion, students have the 

opportunity to collect the Award from 

the Duke of Edinburgh in person! 

Good luck to everyone involved! 

- Javairia Amir (Year 9) 

PICTURED: Amandeep Chumber, Nathan Salmon and Liam Wood on a Duke of Edinburgh Weekend (Year 11) 

DUKE OF EDINBURGHDUKE OF EDINBURGH  
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Every year, Year 7 students have the opportunity to visit Boreatton Park in 

Shropshire for three days. This is a great opportunity for the students to make 

friends, have fun and perhaps try activities that they havenõt tried before. They stay 

at the site for two nights, and take part in several different activities. We have Kai 

Marriott-Shaw, Paris Curling and Lauren Francis-Maye sharing their experiences... 

PICTURED: Students with Mr Bushell and Miss Gannon (Year 7) 

BOREATTON PARKBOREATTON PARK  

òOne of the many things we did was 

raft building. We had to make rafts 

out of blue barrels, string and logs. 

Then, we sailed it on the water (and 

got very wet in the process).  First, 

we tied the barrels together with 

string and attached the logs into 

the string between the barrels and 

sailed with boat paddles. The 

bottom of the water was murky and 

squidgy and the water was filled 

with sea plants!ó 

- Kai 

òThe thing I liked the most was the 

zip wire.  

òThe first thing I did was put my 

harness on and we had to wait until 

the PGL leader had told us what we 

had to do when we got to the end 

of the wire. We were given numbers 

so we knew which order to go in. So 

when numbers 1ð4 went into the 

tower, we all had to wait on one 

level. When you got to the top, you 

had to be fastened to lots of ropes 

and carabiners, and as they call 

them, ôflip flopsõ. When you drop, 

you spring up and zoom forwards. It 

has been the most exciting thing in 

the whole of my time here so far. I 

would happily go again.ó 

- Lauren 
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The thing that I liked best was the 

abseiling. First we put on harnesses 

which I found particularly difficult as we 

had to tighten them. Unfortunately on 

every other activity we had to wear and 

tighten up harnesses as well but I got 

away with it as I asked the activity leader 

or the teacher to do it for me which was 

very thoughtful of them. We were then 

instructed on what to do then we went off 

to do some abseiling.  

When the moment came and it was my 

turn, I was hooked up on to safety clips so 

I wouldnõt drop. I leant back and slowly 

walked down (to make the most out of it), 

with my back facing the ground. As I went 

down I had to slowly release a black rope 

or else I wouldnõt move. When I was half 

way I began to jump down.  

Finally, I reached the bottom, and as soon 

as I touched the ground I felt thrilled 

having had the best experience of my life. 

- Paris 
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The Sanctuary Housing Group is an 

organisation which ôinvests in 

communitiesõ. They turn derelict and 

unused areas with no sense of community 

into great social areas that provide 

enjoyment and opportunity for those in the 

community. Sandwell Academyõs Year 9 

students were lucky enough to meet 

representatives from The Sanctuary 

Housing Group during the Enrichment days 

and were given the thrilling task of 

designing and creating their own model 

Park. 

The students learnt all about the aims and 

purposes of the Sanctuary Housing team, 

where some of their latest work had been 

completed and where and when their next 

construction project would be taking place. 

The students learnt about the processes 

that the organisation had to complete 

before the constructions were free to go 

ahead and the funding that allowed all of 

these ideas to become a reality. An exciting 

insight into this community spirited 

company! 

The students spent the morning coming up 

with an exciting yet meaningful team 

name, slogan, logo, purpose and 

advertising campaign. After the ôBlue Sky 

thinkingõ was all completed, students were 

given the exciting opportunity to actually 

build their models in the Design and 

Technology area. The students spent the 

remainder of the afternoon working on 

their park models trying to make them as 

impressive as possible. After all, the prize 

was £100 pounds worth of shopping 

vouchers!  

As the afternoon drew to an end, it was 

time for the students to have their parks 

judged by their class and the Sanctuary 

Housing team. You could cut the 

atmosphere with a knife as the groups 

presented their concept but each delivered 

confident performances, making it even 

harder for the Sanctuary group to make a 

decision. However, come to a decision they 

did and the winning team were thrilled.  

Well done to all the students involved, and 

a big ôThank You!õ to the representatives 

from The Sanctuary Housing Group.  

- Charlotte Skeen (Year 9) 

PICTURED: Year 9 students working on their Business Enterprise projects. 
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PICTURED: Students at Wolverhampton Art Gallery. 
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In October, Sandwell Academy students are 

given the exciting opportunity of visiting a variety 

of different places and meet lots of different 

people whom they may not normally meet. 

During the recent Enrichment Week at Sandwell 

Academy, Year 9 Art students and teachers 

went to Wolverhampton Art Gallery to learn 

about all the different exhibitions on display. 

The day started with one of the guides giving 

students an interesting introductory speech; 

after which each group was allocated a guide 

who took us to different exhibits around the 

Gallery. Sandwell Academy journalist, Sophie 

Richards details her visit to Wolverhampton Art 

Gallery: 

The first exhibit we went to contained the 

artwork of Ed Ruscha, an artist from the United 

States. Our guide explained about the artistõs 

body of work. We were then taken to another 

exhibit (also about the life and works of Ed 

Ruscha) where students were given the 

opportunity to discuss his work and the 

symbolism used.  

The next exhibit we visited was the Victorian 

Gallery; it contained various paintings and 

objects which were from the Victorian era. We 

were given a piece of paper on which we had to 

draw or recreate a piece of artwork of our 

choice; this was difficult but interesting as it 

gave us the opportunity to experiment and 

explore the shapes used by the artists. When we 

had finished drawing we had the chance to take 

a look around the exhibit. Some of us found the 

dressing up box and we all dressed up in 

Victorian clothes and recreated the scene of 

one of the portraits hanging up in the exhibit - 

great fun!  By that point it was time for lunch! 

After lunch we headed up to the sculpture room 

and were given some free time to look at the 

artwork and fill in a sheet about four pieces of 

art which were located in the room. The room 

was full of weird and wonderful sculptures, from 

a giant beanbag to a Welsh pony made out of 

sheep wool! By the time we had looked at all the 

sculptures it was time to go to the next exhibit. 

The final exhibit we visited was the portrait 

competition gallery; every year Wolverhampton 

Art Gallery holds a portrait competition and 

most of the entries get displayed here until the 

competitionõs winners are announced. The room 

was filled with many eye-catching portraits, 

which showed the skill and perspective of the 

different artists.  

All of the students enjoyed the trip and are now 

much more informed about different artistic 

movements and techniques. A big ôThank Youõ 

to the Art department! 

- Sophie Richards (Year 9) 
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Ms. Gatrad and a host of Sandwell 

Academy students made the school 

extremely proud over the Christmas 

holiday working tirelessly to raise money 

and donate gifts for this yearõs Post Pals 

venture. 

The Post Pals charity offers the 

community the opportunity to raise 

money, and gather gifts, for children who 

are unwell; it gives us all the chance to 

show others that there is a caring 

community and Student Voice believes 

that the students and staff involved have 

truly shown just how caring and 

supportive Sandwell Academy is.  

In total, a whopping £520 was raised by 

several year 10 students, which they then 

took to the Bull Ring to spend on 

presents and thoughtful gifts; a bustling 

Bull Ring was the host of the charitable 

event where Ms. Gatrad and the students 

had to shop till they dropped, selecting 

the best  presents for their recipients.  

The presents bought on the day were 

added to dozens of presents donated by 

a variety of students across the school; 

the students involved were extremely 

generous and Ms. Gatrad has personally 

phoned the studentsõ parents to offer her 

gratitude and praise for their 

involvement.  

Not only did parents and students get 

involved in this worthy cause, but 

Sandwell Academyõs very own 

Administration team donated £100 to the 

cause!  

Student Voice has been speaking to Ms. 

Gatrad who informed us that ôShe 

couldnõt be more proud of the students 

involved!õ A notion that we here at 

Student Voice very much agree with and 

would like to add that we are very proud 

to be working with staff such as Ms. 

Gatrad who put a lot of time and thought 

into raising funds and gathering gifts for 

Post Pals. Well done everyone involved 

and we hope to increase the amount 

raised next Christmas!  

PICTURED: Year 10 students pictured with presents for Post Pals.  

POST PALSPOST PALS  



 {ǘŀũ CƻŎǳǎ 

Each school has the responsibility of 

keeping their students safe; Sandwell 

Academy is lucky enough to have a full 

time Nurse on sight to maintain the 

welfare of its students.  

Nurse Mason tirelessly works to ensure 

the safety of the students, but if 

anything does happen she records the 

incident and takes care of those 

involved. She has told Student Voice 

journalists that she has òalways 

wanted to work with children,ó and 

here at the Academy she supports all 

the students from Year 7 to 6.2, even 

offering support when the staff are 

feeling under the weather!  

A key aspect of nursing is patience and 

we all know that our very own nurse 

has a great deal of patience; listening 

to students and offering support when 

needed, becoming involved in students 

welfare to ensure that nothing 

obstructs their important education. 

Sandwell Academy students are lucky 

to have such a person working with 

them!  

Not only does Nurse Mason have a big 

heart during Academy hours, she also 

keeps her skills updated in Accident 

and Emergency. She has also  

supported the Air Ambulance with her 

knowledge and expertise.  

Student Voice offers their thanks and 

gratitude to Nurse Mason for all that 

she does for Sandwell Academy.  

If you are interested in a career in 

Nursing, speak to Nurse Mason about 

her exciting experiences in the field.  

 - The Student Voice Reporters 

NURSE MASONNURSE MASON  
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Christmas is a time of year that everyone 

loves, a chance to spend time with your 

family, eat a huge turkey and of course open 

presents! Sandwell Academy embraces this 

time of year as not only a time of celebration 

but also to showcase the many wonderful 

talented students that this school has to 

offer through the annual Academy Christmas 

show! The show is packed with dancers, 

singers, actors and musicians, all of which 

put their own stamp on the show, adding 

even more festivity. Thereõs a piece in the 

show for everyone! 

This year was no different, with a series of 

vignettes of song, dance, musical 

instruments and small sketches, 

interspersed with readings of òThe Clumsy 

Reindeeró.  

Opening the evening was the Sandwell 

Academy band, playing a few Christmas 

songs. Highlights included the trio of 

Elizabeth Civil, Charlotte Machin and 

Francesca Sullivan performing a dance 

routine. Year 11 students, Beth Pottinger and 

Katie Mills, gave a startling rendition of 

òDefying Gravityó from the hit West End show 

Wicked, whilst the Year 10 Performing Arts 

students treated us with a rendition of òAll I 

Want For Christmas Is You.ó 

Other highlights included the Year 11 and 9  

Performing Arts Students, a string 

arrangement and a solo singing performance 

from 6.1 student Viola Dirnhofer.  

Closing the show were the Sixth Form 

students performing òRaise Your Voiceó from 

the Sister Act musical.  

An entertaining evening with many standout 

performances. Well done to the students and 

staff involved! Bring on The Jungle Book in 

March! 

- Charlotte Skeen (Year 9) 


